
BOOKMARKS 2014/15
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 A series of group readings and performances presented as part of The Memoir Project
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The Memoir Project, a program of The Arts Center of the Capital Region, invites submissions for Bookmarks, 
an annual series of group readings and performances featuring work that is grounded in personal experience.  
We encourage both experienced writers and creators, as well as those whose work has not previously been 
presented publicly or published, to submit work.

Bookmarks is a thematically differentiated group reading and/or performance. Each event is curated and 
hosted by a different individual, hand selected from our region’s richly diverse community. Chosen for their 
unique personal experiences and professional expertise, the curators decide on their theme. Details about the 
submission criteria and schedule for each curator are listed here and on our website. Each individual reading 
category has a separate submission date approximately 3/4 weeks prior. Works will be evaluated on quality, 
creativity, and relevance to the broader Memoir Project theme (i.e. Does the work mine the personal to express 
the universal?) as well as the individual themes set by each curator.

Bookmarks is a series of free group readings and performances that are presented as part of The 
Memoir Project, a program of The Arts Center of the Capital Region. The Memoir Project features 
classes, workshops, and events grounded in the exploration of personal experience. Please visit our 
website, artscenteronline.org, for more details.  
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See the reverse for submission categories and deadlines!
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
• Interested writers/creators are to submit online at: https://artscenterofthecapitalregion.submittable.com/submit.
• All submissions must be received by 11:59 PM on the date indicated. The submission window will close at that 

time. 
• Submissions should not exceed length specified on the submission form.
• You may submit to multiple curators, but only one per theme.
• All applicants will be notified at least ten days before the event, or once the curator has chosen readers/

presenters.
• Keep the date OPEN in case you are selected!



“Family at the Holidays”
Curated by author Marion Roach Smith
Submission Deadline: Mon., Nov. 17th by 11:59 PM
Reading: Mon., Dec. 8th, 2014 at 7 PM

Family and the holidays. An exquisite combination of 
provocative forces, isn’t it? Perfect for a memoir. Got 
a story? Come share it with us, and let’s kick off the 
holiday season in style.

“As the Light Returns”
Curated by local writer and veteran Dan New
Submission Deadline: Mon., Dec. 29th by 11:59 PM
Reading: Mon., Jan. 26th, 2015 at 7 PM

The longest month of the winter is near its end. 
Slowly the sun’s light and the length of the days begin 
to return. We in the Northeast tolerate, survive, and 
thrive through these days with the promise of the 
sun’s return both literally and metaphorically. Words 
and stories emerging from the souls of writers both 
novice and accomplished are set to paper during 
these times.  Come share with us as we gather to 
welcome back the light with humor, candor, and self 
appraisal - or maybe, just a good story well told and 
read aloud.

“Gardening as Metaphor”
Curated by Diane Kavanaugh Black
Submission Deadline: Mon., Jan. 12th by 11:59 PM
Reading: Mon., Feb. 9th, 2015 at 7 PM

Show me your garden and I shall tell you what you 
are. -Alfred Austin

Like the physical space itself, the garden as 
a memoir metaphor can be a lavish place of 
possibilities. Tell us a garden story: what you found 
there about yourself or the world; about plants, 
community or something else, in poetry or essay 
form.

“Transformation” 
Curated by Abby Lublin of the Front Parlor Series
Submission Deadline: Mon., Feb. 23rd by 11:59 PM
Reading: Mon., Mar. 23rd, 2015 at 7 PM

March marks a time of transition from winter’s 
slumber to spring’s bloom, at least in theory upstate!  
Share a story of a time you or someone near you 
metaphorically awoke from a slumber.  Describe 
a moment of epiphany or perhaps a slow-roasted 
realization resulting in a big change.

“Speaking Truth to Power” 
Curated by local poet /spoken word artist, Victorio 
Reyes
Submission Deadline: Mon., Mar. 23rd by 11:59 PM
Performance: Mon., Apr. 20th, 2015 at 7 PM

How do we define power? How do we define truth? 
You decide. Share with us your poem, story, personal 
essay, or spoken word performance and show us 
how you speak your truth to the powers that be. 

“Sonic Stasis” 
Co-curated by composers Ryan Ross Smith &         
K. Michael Fox
Submission Deadline: Mon., Apr. 20th by 11:59 PM
Performance: Mon., May 18th, 2015 at 7 PM

Consider some moment as scalar, lacking in 
direction, of some (in)finite magnitude…
In what ways might you express this 
moment, be it the length of a lifetime or 
as short as a sneeze, in sound.The 
transduction of a frozen (non)narrative 
into a non-verbal, sonic rendering. This 
moment can be recorded or performed 
live, acoustic or electronic, your own 
experience as some musical entity to 
be shared as a non-verbal, sonic story.

SUBMISSION CATEGORIES 
AND DEADLINES 

THE ARTS CENTER
OF THE CAPITAL REGION

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////


